Chapter V
THE DEDICATION OF EARLY
ENGLISH PLAYS
It is truly painful to find that, notwithstanding
the widespread industry of the many Elizabethan
researchers of our time, there yet remain plain
facts staring scholarship full in the face which
scholarship persists in looking at with unseeing
eyes. For example, by way of proving that Henry
Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, took but a
tepid interest in contemporary drama, we are told
by Mr Arthur Gray in his interesting book of
conjecture, A Chapter in the Early Life of Shake-
speare,1 that, although he was before the close
of the sixteenth century the centre of a literary
circle, none of the dramatists ever dedicated
to him a play. Here the implication is as
inept as implication could well be. There was
quite another reason for the abstention: it was
thoroughly symptomatic of the temper of the
times. Throughout Elizabeth's reign it was in
1 P. 106.
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